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AIRBUS INDUSTRIE 
 

A340 aircraft 
 

Main Landing Gear (MLG) - Inspection and replacement of the retraction link (ATA 32) 
 
 
 

APPLICABILITY: 
 
AIRBUS A340 aircraft models -211, -212, -213, -311, -312 and -313, All Manufacturer Serial Numbers 
fitted with retraction links with following Part-Numbers: 201275214 (LH), 201275215 (RH), 
201489234 (RH), 201489235 (LH). 
 
Aircraft that have received AIRBUS INDUSTRIE Modification No. 48066 during production are not 
concerned by the requirements of this Airworthiness Directive (AD). 
 

 

REASONS: 
 
1. AD 2000-015-132(B) was initially issued as a result of in-service occurrences where ruptures of the 

Main Landing Gear (MLG) retraction links were reported on A340 aircraft. 
 

The purpose of this AD was to render mandatory the inspection of the retraction link in order to 
prevent the risk of an undamped lowering and shock loading of components which could result in 
compromising structural integrity and possible MLG collapse. 

 
2. This new AD cancels from June 30, 2001 the repetitive inspections of the retraction links in pre 

Standard AIRBUS INDUSTRIE Service Bulletin (AI SB) A340-32-4164 (Mod 48066) as described in 
the AD 2000-015-132(B) and requires their replacement with new retraction links of same Standard 
every 36 months operation on aircraft or to replace with retraction links of an upgraded Standard post 
AI SB A340-32-4164 (Mod 48066) which cancel the periodic replacement of the retraction links. 

 
Therefore the present AD replaces AD 2000-015-132(B) which is cancelled by its Revision 1. 

 

 

COMPLIANCE: 
 
1. The following measures are rendered mandatory at the effective date of this AD until June 30, 2001: 
 

1.1. Unless already accomplished within 36 months of operation since new, inspect the retraction link 
of the LH and RH Main Landing Gear (MLG) in accordance with the instructions given in AI SB 
A340-32-4148 at the initial issue or any further approved revision. 
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1.2. Depending upon the corrosion measured in accordance with the inspection, replace if necessary 
the corroded parts in accordance with the instructions of MESSIER-DOWTY SB A33/34-32-151 
or A33/34-32-152 and in accordance with the instructions given in AI SB A340-32-4148 at the 
initial issue or any further approved revision. 

 
1.3. Repeat the inspection which had been required in 1.1 of AD 2000-015-132(B) in accordance with 

the instructions given in AI SB A340-32-4148 at intervals not to exceed 6 months. If during the 
inspections, the retraction link is replaced with an upgraded Standard post AI SB A340-32-4164 
(Mod 48066) in compliance with the instructions given in AI SB A340-32-4164, no further 
inspections are required. 

 
2. From July 1st, 2001 the following measures are rendered mandatory: 
 

The retraction links which have accumulated 36 months operation on aircraft or more since new, must 
be removed and replaced with: 

 
- new retraction links of the same standard pre AI SB A340-32-4164 (Mod 48066) in compliance 

with revision 4 of AI SB A340-32-4148. 
 
 The configuration of pre AI SB A340-32-4164 (Mod 48066) requires periodic replacement of these 

retraction links at intervals not to exceed 36 months operation on aircraft in compliance with 
revision 4 of AI SB A340-32-4148, 

 
 or 
 
- retraction links with an upgraded Standard post AI SB A340-32-4164 (Mod 48066) in compliance 

with the instructions given in AI SB A340-32-4164.  
 
 In this configuration (post AI SB A340-32-4164 (Mod 48066) no further action is required. 

 
 

 
 

REF.: AIRBUS INDUSTRIE Service Bulletin A340-32-4148 
 at the initial Issue for paragraph 1 or revision 4 for paragraph 2 of this AD. 
 AIRBUS INDUSTRIE Service Bulletin A340-32-4164 
 (any further approved revision of this SB is acceptable) 
 MESSIER-DOWTY Service Bulletin A33/34-32-151 
 MESSIER-DOWTY Service Bulletin A33/34-32-152. 

 
 

 
 

EFFECTIVE DATE  :  APRIL 28, 2001 
 SUPERSEDED




