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A320 and A321 aircraft

Fuselage - Inspection of floor crossbeam at frame FR52 (ATA 53)

1. APPLICABILITY:

AIRBUS aircraft A320-211, -212, -214, -232 and -233 models, serial numbers (MSN) from 1516 to
1754 inclusive except MSN 1624, 1655, 1665, 1676, 1694, 1697, 1708, 1730, 1732, and 1736.

AIRBUS aircraft A321-211, -231 and -232 models, MSN from 1572 to 1711 inclusive except
MSN 1675 and 1681.

2. REASONS:

Ten floor crossbeam at frame FR52 with a profile (flange and web) thickness below the nominal
thickness (2.8 mm instead of 3.2 mm) have been installed in production. Six A320 aircraft and four
A321 aircraft are involved.

Aircraft that are equipped with a crossbeam below the nominal thickness do not satisfy the structural
certification requirements in case of rapid cabin depressurization or in the case of vertical acceleration
combined with a differential pressure.

This Airworthiness Directive (AD) mandates:

- an inspection to identify the 10 aircraft that are equipped with incorrect crossbeam according the
definition,

- application of a modification for non conform crossbeam to restore the aircraft structural integrity.

3. COMPLIANCE:

3.1. Unless already accomplished, within 450 flight hours from the effective date of this AD, perform
an ultrasonic inspection of the floor crossbeam at frame FR52 in accordance with AIRBUS
Service Bulletin (SB) A320-53A1162.

No more action is required on aircraft crossbeams that have been found at the nominal
thickness.
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3.2. Within 50 flight hours from the accomplishment of the inspection as defined in paragraph 3.1. of
this AD, modify all aircraft with crossbeams with an incorrect thickness in accordance with the
instructions given in SB A320-53A1163.

REF.: AIRBUS Service Bulletin A320-53A1162
AIRBUS Service Bulletin A320-53A1163
(Any later approved revision of these SB's is acceptable).

EFFECTIVE DATE  :  AUGUST 17, 2002




