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AIRBUS

A340 aircraft

Wings - Outboard flap - Inspection of sensor strut at flap track 4 (ATA 27)

1. APPLICABILITY:

AIRBUS A340 aircraft, models -211, -212, -213, -311, -312, and -313, all senal numbers exceptthose
on which AIRBUS modification 48579 has been embodied in production.

2. REASONS:

Several cases of flap track n° 4 sensor strut corrosion with sheared attachment bolt have been
reported.

The corrosion of the sensor strut is due to the wear of the protective surface.
The shearing of the attachment bolt is caused by a fatigue rupture subsequent to an increase of the
axial loads. These axial loads increase is caused by the sensor strut corrosion.

This situation could Iead to a loss of function of the sensor strut resulting in inability to detect the flap
drive disconnection at flap track stations 4 and 5, which in the worst case might lead to the separation
of the outboard flap.

This Airworthiness Directive (AD) requires an inspection of the sensor strut to detect any corrosion
and deformation.

3. COMPLIANCE:

The following actions are rendered mandatory from the effective date of this AD:

3.1. Unless already accomplished,

Prior to the accumulation of 18 months in service of the aircraft or within 2800 flight hours
following the effective date of this AD, whichever occurs last,

inspect the sensor strut to detect any corrosion and deformation and, if necessary, perform the
correctives measures as shown on the Flow-Chart figure 1 sheet 1 of AIRBUS Service Bulletin
A340-27-4097.
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3.2. Repeat this inspection at intervals not exceeding 18 months.
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