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Thrust Reverser -
Structural inspection of the forward frame and common fittings (ATA 78)

1. APPLICABILITY:

AIRBUS A340 aircraft, models -211, -212, -213, -311, -312 and -313, all serial numbers.

2. REASONS:

During fatigue and damage tolerant tests of CFM56-5C engine Thrust Reverser (TR) cracks were
found on the junction between forward frame and the 12 O'clock beam.

This situation, if not corrected, could lead to the rupture of forward frame or of common fittings,
resulting in an untimely deployment of one TR door in flight.

In order to prevent such consequences, the Airworthiness Directive (AD) 2002-416(B) required a
verification task of the TR to be accomplished at specified threshold and interval.

This new AD introduces a reduction of verification threshold and a grace period.

It refers to AIRBUS Service Bulletin (SB) A340-78-4028 issued to cover CFMI Vendor SB 78-0071
Rev. 1 and ROHR SB RA34078-71 Rev. 1, revised to include an improved inspection method following
in-service experience feedback. Especially, Fluorescent Penetrant Inspection (FPI) is abandoned.

Consequently, this AD replaces the AD 2002-416(B).

3. COMPLIANCE:

The following measures are rendered mandatory from the effective date of this AD:

…/…
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Unless already accomplished:

3.1. - Before accumulation of 4,500 Flights Cycles (FC) of the TR since new,
or
- Within the next 2,166 FC following the effective date of this AD,

whichever occurs later, and without exceeding 6,666 FC of the thrust reverser since new,

perform a visual inspection and a non destructive test [Eddy Current inspection (HFEC)] of the
TR structure and, if necessary, to proceed with the corrective measures in accordance with
instructions given of SB AIRBUS A340-78-4028.

3.2. Thereafter, repeat the visual inspection and the non destructive test of the TR structure at
intervals not exceeding 4,500 FC.

REF.: AIRBUS Service Bulletin A340-78-4028
(Any later approved revision of this SB is acceptable).

This AD replaces AD 2002-416(B) which is cancelled.

EFFECTIVE DATE  :  MARCH 29, 2003


