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EASA AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVE 

 

AD No: 2007-0024 
 
 
 
 
Date: 25 January 2007 

No person may operate an aircraft to which an Airworthiness Directive applies,  except in accordance with the 
requirements of that Airworthiness Directive unless otherwise agreed with the Authority of the State of Registry. 

Type Approval Holder’s Name : 
 
AIRBUS SAS 

Type/Model designation(s) : 
 
A310 and A300-600 aircraft 

TCDS Number: France No 145 

Foreign AD: Not applicable. 

Supersedure: Not applicable. 

 

ATA 55 Stabilizers – Trimmable Horizontal Stabilizer (THS) Metallic Hoisting 
Lug Fittings – Inspection/Rework/Repair/Modification  

 

Manufacturer(s): AIRBUS (formerly AIRBUS INDUSTRIE) 

Applicability: AIRBUS A310-300 and A300-600R series, all serial numbers fitted with THS 
containing fuel on which, during production: 

- AIRBUS modifications No. 04801 and 04802 have been embodied, and 

- AIRBUS modification No. 06549 has not been embodied, 

except aircraft on which AIRBUS modification No. 13191 has been embodied in 
production, or AIRBUS Service Bulletin (SB) A310-55-2042 or A300-55-6041 
have been incorporated in service. 

Reason: While they were gaining access to the THS fuel tank for maintenance check, 
several operators have found one or several of the 8 THS hoist point fitting bases 
cracked or broken-off. The breakage resulted in metallic debris being released 
within the Trim Tank. The origin of the damage is most probably due to 
interference with the THS hoisting lugs that are stowed in the hoist point fittings in 
the reverse position, being screwed too deep inside the THS hoist fittings. 
Damaged hoist point fittings could cause the release of metallic debris within the 
THS fuel system. 

This Airworthiness Directive (AD) requires the repair of any damaged THS hoist 
point fittings to prevent any risk of further hoist point fittings damage as well as 
any fuel leak. Compliance with the requirements of this AD will also eliminate 
potential contributing factor to ignition risks. 
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Effective Date: 08 February 2007 

Compliance: The following measures are rendered mandatory at the effective date of this AD, 
unless already accomplished : 

At the next scheduled THS fuel tank entry, without exceeding 5 years from the 
effective date of this AD, 

1. Remove and discard the 8 THS metallic hoisting lugs, 

2. Do a detailed visual inspection of the internal base of the 8 THS hoist point 
fittings in order to detect visible signs of score, cracks, perforation or other 
damage, 

3. in case of no finding, install the new plastic plugs, 

4. in case of findings, the entry into the fuel trim tank is required to do a detailed 
visual inspection of the hoist point fittings base inside the fuel tank, 

5. if structural damage is not confirmed, blend-out/protect the scoring area of the 
fitting internal base and install the new plastic plugs, 

6. if structural damage is confirmed, repair the damaged fittings and install the 
new plastic plugs, 

in accordance with the instructions given in SB A310-55-2042 or A300-55-6041. 

Ref. Publications: AIRBUS Service Bulletins A310-55-2042 original issue, or A300-55-6041 original 
issue, as applicable to type, or later approved revisions. 

Remarks : 1. If requested and appropriately substantiated the responsible EASA manager 
for the related product has the authority to accept Alternative Methods of 
Compliance (AMOCs) for this AD. 

2. This AD was posted on 13 November 2006 as PAD 06-247 for consultation 
until 04 December 2006. The Comment Response Document can be found at 
http://ad.easa.europa.eu/ 

3. Enquiries regarding this Airworthiness Directive should be referred to the AD 
Focal Point - Certification Directorate, EASA.  
E-mail: ADs@easa.europa.eu . 

4. For any question concerning the technical content of the requirements in this 
AD, please contact: AIRBUS SAS - EAW (Airworthiness Office, Ph.: + 33 5 61 
93 36 96, Fax: + 33 5 61 93 44 51). 

 


