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EASA EMERGENCY AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVE 

 

AD No.: 2007 - 0259–E 
 
 
 
 
Date: 28 September 2007 

No person may operate an aircraft to which an Airworthiness Directive applies,  except in accordance with the 
requirements of that Airworthiness Directive unless otherwise agreed with the Authority of the State of Registry. 

Type Approval Holder’s Name : 
 
EUROCOPTER 

Type/Model designation(s) : 
 
SA 365, AS 365, SA 366, EC 155 helicopters 

TCDS Number: DGAC France No. 159 

Foreign AD: Not applicable 

Supersedure: None 

 

ATA 53 Fuselage – Upper Fin / Fenestron Fittings – Inspection / Replacement 

 

Manufacturer(s): EUROCOPTER (formerly EUROCOPTER FRANCE, AEROSPATIALE) 

Applicability: SA365N1, AS365N2 and N3, SA366G1, EC155B and B1 helicopters, all serial 
numbers. 

Reason: This Emergency Airworthiness Directive (EAD) is issued following a recent in-flight 
event that occurred on EC155B1 helicopter causing the loss of the fin, and a crack 
discovered during a later inspection in the fittings attaching the upper fin on the 
fenestron. 

EUROCOPTER is currently analyzing these incidents.  

Pending the results of the investigation, to make sure there is no crack in the upper 
and lower fittings attaching the upper fin on the fenestron, this EAD introduces a 
periodic check of the fittings attaching the upper fin on EC 155 helicopters, as well 
as on SA 365, AS 365 and SA 366 helicopters which are fitted with the same fin 
definition, although they are subject to lower loads than those on the EC 155. 

Effective Date: 02 October 2007 

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless already accomplished: 

1. EC 155 helicopters: 
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Within 15 flying hours (FH) following the effective date of this EAD and thereafter at 
intervals not exceeding 55 FH, perform the inspection of the forward and aft upper 
fittings and of the forward and aft lower fittings of the upper fin in compliance with 
paragraph 2.B. of EUROCOPTER (EC) Emergency Alert Service Bulletin (EASB) 
No. 05A017.  

In case of findings, before further flight, replace the cracked fittings as per 
paragraph 2.B. of EC EASB No. 05A017 and send a report to EUROCOPTER. 

 

2. SA 365, AS 365 and SA 366 helicopters:  

 

2.1 If the fittings affected by this EAD have accumulated 4,985 FH or more at the 
effective date of this EAD (in case the operating hours of the fittings are 
unknown, take into account the hours logged by the airframe of the 
helicopter): 

Within 15 flying hours (FH) following the effective date of this EAD and 
thereafter at intervals not exceeding 110 FH, perform the inspection of the 
forward and aft upper fittings and of the forward and aft lower fittings of the 
upper fin in compliance with paragraph 2.B. of EC EASB No. 05.00.55 or 
05.38, depending on the affected helicopter type. 

 

2.2 If the fittings affected by this EAD have accumulated less than 4,985 FH at 
the effective date of this EAD (in case the operating hours of the fittings are 
unknown, take into account the hours logged by the airframe of the 
helicopter): 

Before accumulating 5,000 FH and thereafter at intervals not exceeding 110 
FH, perform the inspection of the forward and aft upper fittings and of the 
forward and aft lower fittings of the upper fin in compliance with paragraph 
2.B. of EC EASB No. 05.00.55 or 05.38, depending on the affected helicopter 
type. 

In case of findings, before further flight, replace the cracked fittings as per 
paragraph 2.B. of EC EASB No. 05.00.55 or 05.38, depending on the affected 
helicopter type, and send a report to EUROCOPTER. 

Ref. Publications: EUROCOPTER EASB No. 05.00.55 for SA365 N1, AS365N2 and N3; 

EUROCOPTER EASB 05.38 for SA366G1; 

EUROCOPTER EASB 05A017 for EC155B and B1 

or later approved revisions of these documents. 

Remarks : 1. If requested and appropriately substantiated, EASA can accept Alternative 
Methods of Compliance for this AD. 

2. The safety assessment has requested not to implement the full consultation 
process and an immediate publication and notification.  

3. Enquiries regarding this Airworthiness Directive should be referred to the AD 
Focal Point - Certification Directorate, EASA. E-mail: ADs@easa.europa.eu. 

4. For any question concerning the technical content of the requirements in this AD, 
please contact: EUROCOPTER, Aéroport de Marseille Provence 13725 Marignane 
Cedex - France. Tel: +33 (0) 4 42 85 97 97, Fax: +33 (0) 4 42 85 99 66.  
E-mail: Directive.technical-support@eurocopter.com.  
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