
Airworthiness Directive – Fletcher FU24 Series Aeroplanes 

This emergency AD is prompted by a recent accident which indicates it is possible to exceed the aircraft 
aft C of G limits during parachute-drop operations. This AD restricts the maximum occupancy of the aft 
cabin to 6 persons and mandates a weight and balance calculation before every parachute-drop 
operation to confirm the aircraft C of G will remain within AFM limits for the duration of the flight. 

DCA/FU24/179 Parachuting Operations – Limitation and C of G Determination 

Applicability: All FU24 series aircraft modified to conduct parachute operations. 

Note 1: Investigation of a recent accident has indicated it is possible to exceed the aircraft aft 
C of G limits during parachute operations. It is the responsibility of the pilot in 
command to ensure that the aircraft is loaded within the approved weight and balance 
limitations and these limitations are not exceeded throughout the flight. 

Requirement: To prevent operation outside of the C of G envelope which can result in loss of 
aircraft control, accomplish the following: 
 
1. Amend the AFM to restrict maximum occupancy of the cabin aft of F.S 118.84 to 
6 persons. This may be accomplished by inserting a copy of this AD into the AFM 
adjacent to the applicable supplement for parachuting operations. 

2. No parachuting operation is to be conducted with any number of occupants, 
unless for each individual flight: 

a. A weight and balance calculation is performed to establish that the aircraft C 
of G will remain within AFM limits for the duration of the flight, and  

b. The calculation uses actual weights for all occupants and their equipment, 
and  

c. The calculation accounts for the positions of all occupants. The occupants’  
positions shall be taken as the most aft positions that result from the 
rearmost members of the group sitting against the aft cabin wall and 
subsequent occupants located immediately forward of them, unless a 
means of restraint is provided to prevent the occupants moving rearwards 
from their normal position, and 

d. A record of the C of G determination is kept for each parachuting operation. 

Note 2: Requirement 2 of this AD may be accomplished by adding the weight and balance 
calculation requirement to the tech log. The weight and balance calculation and the C 
of G determination may be performed by the holder of a current pilot licence, if that 
person is rated on the aircraft. 

(NZ Occurrence 10/3403 refers) 

Compliance: 1. Before further parachute-drop operations. 

2. Before every parachute-drop operation. 

Effective Date: 11 September 2010 
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