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COURTESY TRANSLATION 

AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVE 
D-2012-237R1 

FIRE PROTECTION Date of publication: 19.04.2013 
IN LAVATORIES 

Applicability:  
Kind of aeronautical product : aeroplane 
Type certificate holder: diverse 
Manufacturer(s): diverse 
Type:                                                    all transport category aeroplanes, for which Regulation  
                                                          (EG) No. 216/2008 does not apply 
Variants: all transport category aeroplanes 
Serial numbers: This AD applies to all transport category aeroplanes 

equipped with one or several lavatory/lavatories. 
Type certificate 

data sheet number: diverse 

Status of revision:  
This AD supersedes D-2012-237 dated 01.08.2012 

Airworthiness Directive of Foreign Authority  
- None - 

Subject:  
Fire protection in lavatories 

Required Actions and Compliance Times:  

The following actions required by this AD are herewith ordered: 

a) Placards 

With effect from the date of the publication of this Airworthiness Directive, the following 
actions have to be ensured. 

(1) Install a placard on each side of each lavatory door or adjacent to the lavatory doors. 
The placard must be conspicuous, sufficient of contrast and must contain the legible 
words, in an adequate size „No Smoking in Lavatory“ or „No Smoking“ so that it is 
easily to be seen by the lavatory user that smoking in the lavatory is forbidden. 
Instead of words, the placards can contain „No Smoking“ symbology or both 
wording and symbology. 

(2) Install a placard on or near each lavatory paper or linen waste disposal receptacle 
door containing the legible words "No Cigarette Disposal" or symbology alternatively. 

(b) Announcement Procedures 

With effect from the date of the publication of this Airworthiness Directive, it has to be 
ensured that a procedure is established requiring that, no later than a time immediately 
after the "No Smoking" sign is extinguished following take-off, an announcement be 
made by a crewmember to inform all aircraft occupants that smoking is prohibited in the 



 2 

aircraft lavatories; except that the aircraft is not equipped with a "No Smoking" sign, the 
required procedure must provide that the announcement be made prior to each take-off. 

(c) Ashtray Installation 

Except as provided by paragraph d), it has to be ensured with effect from the date of the 
publication of this Airworthiness Directive that a self-contained, removable ashtray is installed 
on or near the outside of each entrance door to the lavatories; except that one ashtray may 
serve more than one lavatory door if the ashtray can be seen readily seen from the cabin 
side of each lavatory door served. 

(d) Allowances of partially missing or inoperative ashtrays 

An aeroplane with multiple lavatory doors may be operated with up to 50 % of the lavatory 
door ashtrays missing or inoperative, provided 50 % of the missing or inoperative ashtrays 
are replaced within 3 days and all remaining missing or inoperative ashtrays are replaced 
within 10 days. An aeroplane with only one lavatory door may be operated for a period of 10 
days with the lavatory door ashtray missing or inoperative. 

Note: This AD permits a lavatory door ashtray to be missing, although the Master Minimum 
Equipment List (MMEL) to be applied may not allow such a provision. In this case, the 
provisions of this AD prevail. 

(e) Inspections 

With effect from the date of the publication of this Airworthiness Directive, it has to be 
ensured that, at intervals not exceeding 1,000 hours of time in service since the first-time 
operation or the last inspection, the following actions have been carried out: 

(1) Inspection of the waste receptacles in the lavatories as well as of the ashtrays 
on or near the entrance doors 

- inspection of proper operation of the access and disposal doors 
- inspection of proper installation as well as 
- inspection of sealing and proper closure of the receptacles for the containment 

of possible trash fires 

(2) Inspection of the waste receptacles in the lavatories as to use, corrosion, 
erosion and other damages of the total electrical installation (wiring, junction 
boxes, switches, boiler etc.) installed near the waste receptacles. 

(3) Correction of all defects found during the inspection according to paragraphs 
(1) and (2). 

(f) Fire protecting characteristics of the lavatory equipment 

With effect from the date of the publication of this Airworthiness Directive, it has to be 
ensured that 

(1) the waste receptacles for paper or linen or any other trash as well as the waste 
receptacle access and disposal doors etc. 
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- are at least fire-resistant 
- are totally isolated from installations that can cause fire of highly inflammable 

materials, in particular from electrical installations 
- are designed in such a way that waste thrown through the receptacle access 

doors will not fall beside the receptacle and 
- are designed in such a way that a potential fire developing in the receptacle 

extinguishes or at least can not spread. 

(2) other equipments in lavatories containing either flammable materials or into which 
flammable materials can be thrown and where there is furthermore the risk that 
burning cigarettes are thrown into them which could cause a fire, must be either fire-
resistant and designed in such a way that a potential fire developing in the receptacle 
extinguishes or at least can not spread or designed in such a way that this risk is 
reduced to a minimum. 

(g) Fire/smoke alarm systems or fire extinguishing systems 

In each lavatory must be installed either a fire/smoke alarm system or in each lavatory waste 
receptacle must be installed a fire extinguishing system, if one of the requirements according 
to f (1) is not properly fulfilled or can not be properly fulfilled permanently or defects on the 
waste receptacles can not easily be found in case of the inspections in accordance with e). 

The fire or smoke alarm systems must warn the cabin crew by visual displays and the cabin 
crew members by visual and/or accoustical displays. 
The characteristics of the display system must ensure that, under all conditions, fire and 
smoke alarm is immediately noticed by the crew and the lavatories can directly be located. If 
only warning signs for the cabin crew members are installed, an aircraft interphone system to 
pass on the warnings to the cabin crew must be installed. In this case, relevant flight 
operational procedures must be available. 

If no fire or smoke alarm systems are available, the fire extinguishing system must be 
triggered automatically in case of overheating and must ensure to extinguish a fire. 
Furthermore, a procedure must be established to inspect the operative readiness of the 
extinguishing system ensuring sufficent safety. 

h) Occurrence reports 

In case of incidents referring to smoke and/or fire in lavatories, a Technical Occurrence 
Report has to be submitted to the Luftfahrt-Bundesamt. The same applies to signs in 
lavatories, in particular in waste receptacles, if there are traces that might indicate 
extinguished fire. The provisions as to the occurrence reports remain unaffected. 

All measures have to be carried out in a proper and complete manner within the foreseen 
compliance times and have to be documented. All deviations from actions and compliance 
times of this Airworthiness Directive require the prior approval of the Luftfahrt-Bundesamt. 

Related technical documents:  

Note: The application of the following editions or revisions of the mentioned related 
documents is admitted, if, in accordance with the Airworthiness Directive of the foreign 
authority, explicitely permitted or if approved by the foreign authority with regard to the 
referenced Ai rwo rth iness Directive. 

- none - 
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According to § 80 para. 2 sent. 1 no. 4 of the Rules of the Administrative Courts (VwGO), the 
immediate enforcement of this notice is ordered. 

Reasons  
Due to the defects aforementioned, the airworthiness of the aeronautical equipment is 
impaired in such a way that, after expiry of the compliance times mentioned, it may only be 
operated if the actions ordered have been properly carried out. In the intererest of aviation 
safety, in this case overriding the addressee's interest to defer the measures ordered, it is 
necessary to order the immediate enforcement of this Airworthiness Directive. 

Instructions about available legal remedies:  
An appeal to this notice may be raised within one month following notification. The appeal 
must be submitted in writing or declared for recording at the Luftfahrt-Bundesamt, Hermann-
Blenk-Str. 26, D-38108 Braunschweig. A potential appeal has no suspensive effect. Upon 
application, the Administrative Court of Braunschweig, Am Wendentor 7, D-38100 
Braunschweig can, however, according to § 80 para 5 of the Rules of the Administrative 
Courts (VwGO), completely or partially restore or order the suspensive effect. 



 Referenced Publications:  
 None. 

  


