
  

No. CF-98-43 
  
AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVE 

This AD has been issued by the Continuing Airworthiness Division (AARDG), Aircraft Certification Branch, Transport Canada, Ottawa, telephone (613) 952-4357. 

The following airworthiness directive (AD) may be applicable to an aircraft which our records indicate is registered in your name. ADs are issued pursuant to 
Canadian Aviation Regulation (CAR) 593. Pursuant to CAR 605.84 and the further details of CAR Standard 625, Appendix H, the continuing airworthiness of a 
Canadian registered aircraft is contingent upon compliance with all applicable Ads. Failure to comply with the requirements of an AD may invalidate the flight 
authorization of the aircraft. Alternative means of compliance shall be applied for in accordance with CAR 605.84 and the above- referenced Standard.

CF-98-43 BELL 
 
Applies to all Bell Helicopter Textron Canada (BHTC) Model 206 series helicopters equipped with 
crosstube assemblies (crosstubes) of older design having rivet holes in the support area designated for 
rivet-on supports with the following, but not limited to, part numbers: 
 

 
 
(iv)    Other manufacturers, as approved by    Any of the above 
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
under Parts Manufacturer Approval (PMA) 
 
Note: The riveted crosstubes of newer configurations, P/N 206-050-2xx-xxx and 206-053-2xx-xxx, having 
rivet holes only on the sides of the crosstube, are not affected by this directive. 
 
Compliance is required as indicated, unless already accomplished. 
 
The older versions of riveted crosstubes were subject to fatigue cracking; the large majority of cracks 
started at the top rivet holes under the support assemblies. A few started elsewhere at corrosion or 
mechanically damaged initiation points. Two accidents have been attributed to crosstubes breaking from 
cracks starting at the rivet holes. Since the issue of Airworthiness Directive CF-95-17, which introduced 
inspections, a total failure of an aft crosstube occurred just 40 hours air time after it was properly inspected. 
The crack had gone undetected under the strap assembly until progressing rapidly once near the strap's 
edge. Therefore, these older riveted configurations need to be retired within a reasonable time in service. 
 
To prevent a possible catastrophic failure of the crosstube assemblies accomplish the following: 
 
1. Within the next 100 hours air time after the effective date of this directive, remove from the helicopter any 
crosstube of unknown history or having a total of six or more years in service. 
 
2. No later than 31 December 2000, remove any of the affected crosstubes, regardless of time in service. 
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24-0022 (01-2001) 

 
This directive becomes effective 15 February 1999. 
 
  
Pursuant to CAR 202.51 the registered owner of a Canadian aircraft shall, within seven days, notify the Minister in writing of any change of his or her name or 
address. To request a change of address, contact the Civil Aviation Communications Centre (AARC) at Place de Ville, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0N8, or 1-800-305-
2059, or http://www.tc.gc.ca/civilaviation/communications/centre/address.asp.
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